REPUBLICAN GOVERNMENT1
THE best definition of a republican form of govern-
ment I know of is one given by Hamilton. It is gov-
ernment in which power is conferred by a temporary and
defeasible tenure. Every state must have and exert
authority; the state gathers together and enforces in
concrete form the will of the governing body as to what
ought to be done. I may leave aside here those cases
in which the governing body is an autocrat or an oli-
garchy or an aristocracy, because these forms of the
state are dead or dying, and take into account only the
states in which the people rule and in which, therefore,
the governing body is so wide as to embrace at least all
who contribute to the active duties and burdens of the
state. You observe that, even in the widest democ-
racies, their body is not commensurate with the popu-
lation. The "people/5 for political purposes, does not
include women, or minors, or felons, or idiots, even
though it may include tramps and paupers. The word
"people," therefore, when we talk of the people ruling,
must be understood to refer to such persons as the state
1 The Chicago Tribune^ January 1, 1877, stated in reference to this essay:
"William G. Sumner, professor of political economy in Yale College, delivered
a lecture entitled "A Republican Form of Government,' in the Sunday course,
at McCormick hall, on yesterday afternoon. It was an effort of rather more
grave and timely interest than experience would have led the average lecture
patron to expect. The professor is still a young man; his appearance does not
indicate a greater age than thirty-five. His clear and pleasant delivery added
considerably to the power of his discourse in enabling his hearers to follow his
line of argument; without any effort to concentrate attention upon each word."